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Matchstick Patterns "

Using algebra to describe patterns mathematically

)se a basic shape from the drop-down menu, and hit the Draw button. Drag additional matchsticks from the left to extend and study the pattern.
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nswers for current shape

ill out as many entries in the table below as you can. Can you discover an algebraic expression for the number of matchsticks needed to make n copies of the
asic shape?

Copies of basic Number of Copies of basic Number of

sliape matches used shape matches used
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Saved answers

‘ Diamond ‘ Square | Triangle ‘ Hexagon i Pencil ‘1 X ” Fish |‘ Caterpillar “ Quad l‘ Pyramid ‘
| |

Number of Copies of basic Number of
matches used shape matches used

Printable answers
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